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Greek churches and clergy, that is to say, religion, throughout the      1853
Sultan's dominions, and, by virtual consequence, a vast increase of      -----
influence over the Greek population therein. It is essential that the 'ET- 66 Porte should avoid so dangerous a snare. Whether that may best be done by rejecting the proposed negotiation at once, or by entering into negotiation and subsequently rejecting whatever is found to be inadmissible, is now the question. My opinion is that the Porte has a clear right to say that the Projet already given in by Prince Menshikov is too objectionable for the ground of a negotiation, and that if he persists in wishing for a Convention he must offer a Projet wholly different both in terms and spirit, the Porte reserving its liberty of consenting or declining to negotiate thereon without offence.
Russia is entitled to no guarantee unless it be with respect to the Holy Places, and a sufficient guarantee in that respect may be given by the communication of the Sultan's firman to the Russian Embassy with an official Note couched in terms binding the Porte to its observance.
If want of confidence towards Russia on the Sultan's part be complained of, let an appeal be made to the intimidating position assumed by Russia, and to the nature of her demands.
If breach of treaty or the violation of Greek privileges be pleaded, let the case be specified by Russia and the remedy applied by the Porte itself.
There is no denying at the same time that, notwithstanding the general benevolence of the Sultan's Government and the imperial system of administration, the treatment of the Rayas continues in many instances to be very far from satisfactory.
The true remedy for this evil is in the Sultan's own hands. Now is the time for solemnly confirming by his own authority and proclamation all the privileges hitherto conferred upon the Rayas of every description, including the Greek, with such precision and completeness as may throw all foreign influence into the shade, and revive the sympathies of Europe, and most particularly of the English people, in favour of Turkey.
If this could be done in connexion with the publication of some benefits agreeable to the Musulman population also, there would be little left to desire.
Some passages from the ambassador's letters to Lady Stratford will illustrate this period. It is characteristic' of his attention to details that in the midst of these urgent negotiations he tells his wife that he has " got the garden into order !" He was also planning excavations for Greek antiquities at Calymnos.
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